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President Carlos Menem and Raul Alfonsin former president and leader of the opposition Radical
Civic Union (Union Civica Radical, UCR) signed an accord on Nov. 14 which commits the country's
two main political parties to support a series of constitutional reforms in congress. The agreement,
hammered out in secret meetings between Menem and Alfonsin, includes a measure which allows
presidents to serve two consecutive terms in office, thus paving the way for Menem to run for
reelection in 1995. Some prominent UCR leaders criticized Alfonsin for conceding too much to
the ruling Justicialista Party (Partido Justicialista, PJ Peronist). But others hail the accord as a
major breakthrough that represents unprecedented consensus among the two leading political
parties. "They [the UCR] knew they would lose in 1995 no matter which Peronist candidate they
ran against, and that if Menem was not allowed to run, he would come back in the next election
and they'd lose that as well," said Alberto Kohan, secretary general of the Peronist party. "So the
thinking was, better to let Menem have his time in office now and start preparing a credible Radical
candidate for 1999." In exchange for presidential re-election, Menem agreed to UCR demands to
transfer some central executive powers to the legislature and to the provinces. He also cancelled a
non- binding public referendum on the issue, which had been scheduled for Nov. 21 (see NotiSur
11/05/93 for additional information). The referendum was seen by the UCR as an unfair pressure
tactic. The Menem-Alfonsin agreement which must still be ratified in a UCR national convention
scheduled for Dec. 3 also calls for the creation of a new prime minister, or cabinet chief position.
The president would have power of appointment for the new post, but under certain conditions,
the appointee could be removed by the Congress. Other elements of the accord include reduction
of the presidential term from six to four years; reforms in the system of appointing judges in order
to establish greater independence for the Supreme Court; elimination of the requirement that
presidents must be Catholic; introduction of direct election for the presidency, the mayor of Buenos
Aires (currently appointed by the president), and for senators (currently elected by provincial
legislatures); increased autonomy for provincial governments; reduction of Senate terms from nine
to six years; and an increase in provincial representation in the Senate from two to three senators
per province. Under terms of the agreement, a 305-member constituent congress will be elected
in March of 1994, and a draft constitution is expected to be complete by the middle of that year.
(Sources: Notimex, 11/06/93, 11/11/93; New York Times, 11/16/93; Inter Press Service, 11/09/93,
11/18/93; Spanish news service EFE, 11/06/93, 11/08-10/93, 11/13-16/93, 11/24/93, 11/29-12/01/93;
Agence France-Presse, 11/09/93, 11/10/93, 11/14-17/93, 11/19/93, 11/21/93, 11/24/93, 11/29/93,
12/01/93, 12/02/93)
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